
 
 

Readers are Leaders E-News 

Her Passion for Art Supports Local Literacy  
 

Christin Zelenka 
cares deeply about 
art, reading, and 
community-and she 
combines all three 
passions to provide 
significant benefit the 
Literacy Council of 
Buncombe County. 
  
Christin took refuge 
in Asheville with her 
husband and two 
dogs after her 
hometown was 

ravaged by Hurricane Katrina. An artist herself, as well as an expert 
curator, she delved immediately into Asheville's art community and opened 
Bella Vista Art Gallery, now located in Biltmore Village. As soon as her 
business was settled, she contacted the Literacy Council to find out how 
she could help her new community by sharing her love of literacy. As a 
small business owner, Christin did not have time to become a volunteer 
tutor. So the Literacy Council found an invaluable way for Christin to 
impact the organization, as only she can. 
  
Each year for the past three years, Christin has served on the Auction 
Committee for the Literacy Council's Authors for Literacy Dinner & Silent 
Auction. She uses her keen eye and relationships in the art community to 
secure stunning, original pieces for the Literacy Council's silent auction. 
Not only has Christin secured donations from local greats such as Jonas 
Gerard, Phil DeAngelo, Tif McDonald, and Stephen White, but her 
curating skills are evident in the breadth mediums represented. Because of 
her efforts, the Literacy Council has featured fine art consisting of ceramic, 
porcelain, encaustic, linoleum prints, and a myriad of paints: watercolor, 
oil, acrylic and copper. Once she secures the donated pieces, Christin 
often creates stunning custom frames for the items to be auctioned with. 
  
Last year, Christin coordinated with artist Olga Dorenko 
to do a live painting, which was the very first Authors for Literacy live 
auction item. Thanks to this groundwork, the Literacy Council will take a 
creative spin on the traditional live auction with a "Fund a  
Need" live auction to benefit specific Literacy Council needs in its 25th 
year of operation.   
  
Thanks to the contributions of Christin and the 
Special Event Chair, Kate Henry, this year's 
auction promises to be another feast of local 
art, craft, dining, and adventure. Please 
purchase your tickets today to attend the 5th 
Annual Authors for Literacy Dinner & Silent 
Auction featuring multiple #1 New York 
Times bestselling author Jill Conner Browne. 
We are certain that you will not only enjoy 
dinner and the keynote author, but also 
shopping Christin's unique contributions.  
  
Please contact Ashley Lasher with any 
questions: 254-3442 x205.. 
Click here to download a reservation form. 
Click here to view a sample of this years auction items.  
Click here to view a slideshow of last year's event.   
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Upcoming Events 
 

Fri. August 24, 6:00- 9:30 pm: 
Authors for Literacy Dinner and 
Silent Auction 
 
Fri. August 31, 12-1:30 pm:  
ESOL in-service lunch and learn 
"High intermediate/ Advanced  
grammar" 
 
Wed. Sept. 5, 9-10:30 am:  
New tutor orientation  
 
Thurs. Sept. 6, 5:30-7:00 pm:  
New tutor orientation  
 
Fri. Sept. 7, 12-1:30pm:  
AE in-service lunch and learn 
"Tutoring with Technology" 
  
Thurs. Sept. 13, 5:30-7:pm:  
ESOL Reunion in-service required 
for the June tutor training group 
(also open to anyone who missed 
their reunion or just wants to get 
together with other tutors for idea 
sharing, brainstorming, and 
inspiration!) 
 

 

Ingles Tools for Schools   
  

 
Thanks to everyone who linked 
their Ingles Advantage Card with 
the Literacy Council of Buncombe 
Co. last fall. We earned over $200 
in teaching aids for our students 
and tutors. It is time once again to 
link your card. Click here to help 
us earn more supplies this 
academic year. Questions? call 
Jon at 254-3443 
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"Look what's out there -- what a view!" 
To the kind and caring people of 
the, Literacy Council of 
Buncombe County. 
Just last Friday I completed a 
great novel by Patrick Smith, 
called A Land Remembered. It 
was great to be able to read, and 
feel as if I were part of the story 
line, and I have now ordered 
another one of his books. 
  
I want to give a special  thanks 
to, Heather, and Jim for their 

patience and understanding.  As I now have the skills needed to read and 
spell with  more SELF-CONFIDENCE.   
  

Gratefully Yours,                           
Robert (BOB) Newlon                    

  
A note from the the tutor: 
I have been working in the Adult Basic Ed. program at the Council for about 5 
years (and 3 students) now, and I can tell you that terrific feeling that comes 
with seeing adult students grow their skills and launch themselves into the 
world that reading opens up to us, never goes away! 
 
It was great to work with Bob on A Land Remembered, a book he chose and 
for which he set our pace an led a number of our discussions. There were 
many other authors -- A. Conan Doyle, Isaac Asimov, O. Henry, Shirley 
Jackson, Montel Williams to name just a few -- that we sampled and liked. I 
hope he will continue to read them.  
 
In his book about hiking the Appalachian Trail Bill Bryson describes scenes 
where he and his walking buddy break out of the dense forest to be confronted 
with grand vistas and a wide, wide, seemingly-endless world. That's what 
helping adult students read successfully feels like to me. Then we can say: 
"Look what's out there -- what a view! And reading has given that to you." 
 
Jim Meyer-Adult Education Tutor      
  

Bob Newlon, Adult Ed. Graduate

  Unique ways to support the Literacy Council 
 
Thanks to ESOL tutor Yvette Wessell for 
sharing information about the work of the 
Literacy Council with her sorority, Kappa Alpha 
Theta. The Literacy Council has been chosen as 
one of the charities that will be supported this 
year by the local chapter. We are excited about 
the opportunity to present at their annual 
meeting in October.  
 
If you are a member of a civic group or organization and you would like to have 
a Literacy Council speaker attend one of your meetings. Contact Jon Hettrick, 
Outreach Director at literacytutors@litcouncil.com 

  As you know we are in process 
of an Executive Director transition. 
Please help us spread the word to 
anyone you feel would be 
interested in working with this 
great organization. Click here to 
review the full  Position Profile. To 
read the open letter from Board 
Chair Gene Adams click here 

 

A Special Thank you for our 
Tutors 

 

 
   
Montford Books & More has 
offered 50% off coupons to all of 
our active tutors. Contact your 
Program Director or stop by the 
office to pick one up. Coupons are 
good for books, DVDs, CDs, 
audiobooks and even vintage vinyl 
records. 

 

Social Networking: 
Are you a Fan? 

  
Like us/ Friend us/ follow us. We 

are on Facebook ,  

Twitter , and Flickr.   
 
Stay connected and help us 
network by sharing our links with 
your friends. 

 

 Click Here to Subscribe

Questions? Comments? 
Contact us 
by phone  

828-254-3442  
or email 

literacybc@litcouncil.com 

Visit our website at 
www.litcouncil.com 

The Literacy Council of Buncombe County 
31 College Place, Suite B-221 

Asheville, NC 28801 
 828-254-3442 
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